
Lovers at the Gun Club - A Couple  Days In Its Making.


Last November Jackie came down to Sidmouth and played a gig at The Marine . I think he has a soft spot for the place as his parents brought him here for a holiday many years ago and as it really has not altered much since then, he remembers where he stayed and where he skimmed pebbles and generally goes all nostalgic. I know it was when he was young as he does not mention pubs which are no longer there - when every back street had its own little local and every customer had his spot in the pub and woe betide anyone who stood or sat there.


We picked Jackie up from Honiton and on the drive to Sidmouth he said he was starting to record a new cd in January and would I like to come and spend a couple days at the studio watching the work in progress. Well Sidmouth in January is not exactly the busiest time of the year and to travel to North West Wales where I hadn’t been before seemed a great idea - so the answer was ’yes please’.


I  have been in studios before when my sons had aspirations of rock stardom and made demos which were then sent to any record company which said they would give it a listen - still waiting for a reply from Cooking Vinyl. Also had gone to Abbey Road studios and sang on the John Otway classic ’House of the Rising Sun’. But this would be different as I would only be getting a snippet of the whole product and would have to wait months later to hear the cd.


Glenn, my youngest son and bass guitarist in band still waiting to be signed, offered to drive and got us to Bethesda just as it was getting really dark. The scenery for the last 40 miles had been ruggedly beautiful but we were glad to get to Bethesda as it was now raining hard and still had to find the studio. That proved easier than we feared although the driveway up to the house/studio was genuinely spooky and when I knocked on the front door I was half expecting a member from the Munsters to open the door, Thankfully it was Gerry the owner and he was expecting us. 


He took us around to the studio and what wonderful timing -  it was coffee break. Jackie introduced us to Dave Wrench who was not only the engineer but co-producer and Mike Cosgrove who we had met before at a gig in Exeter - he probably didn’t remember but was very polite and made out he did.


It was then Jackie asked if I would mind doing a write up for the web site  on the next couple days and would I like to take notes. I said yes to the first but trusted my memory for the notes.


I asked how far the tracks had been developed and Jackie explained he had spent the weekend in Bath recording with the Bath Mafia and over the next two days Mike was going to record his bits and Jackie was going to add a little electric guitar. A couple weeks later there would be various vocalists coming to add their parts and then Dave and Jackie get down to the awesome task of mixing it all together and producing the final tracks.


So I was very surprised that when Mike started adding his parts he had not only a full backing track but a full on Jackie Leven vocal. Later when I asked Jackie about this he explained he likes to get a good vocal under his belt very early as he feels everything is fresh at the start and any little alterations he wants to do later will be less of a chore . In a modern studio the engineer’s task is nearly all about patching parts onto a computer and because this can be done so quickly Dave really does need regular breaks - so intense is the work.


This did not mean we sat down and started drinking  - this is Jackie Leven with his Producer’s hat on - a bit of chat about what he wanted Mike to do next and then back to work.


However I knew that Jackie starts work early and finishes so he can still have time to unwind in the evening. And so when Jackie had got Mike’s parts on a song about Poortown revisited  (sorry I know I should have taken notes ) he says time for a pint and a takeaway. The aforementioned song I think will be played by Jackie at his live shows as it is ideal for a one man show - however if you’re feeling a bit down in the dumps , avoid it like the plague - you have been warned .


Next day it was back to business and Mike got all his parts stored on to the computer - it was all done in a very professional manner - they have done this together many times now and know the sound they trying to create. From the tracks I heard ’Lovers At The Gun Club  ’ was outstanding although I was hearing it with Jackie doing  the rap part - not the guest - buy the cd to find out who he is . How Jackie  will be able to do it on stage will be interesting but it is a brilliant track. In a true democratic world it would be a Massive HIT but at my age I am afraid I know better.


Before a  mention about Bethesda and its night life ( it will not take long ) I will be interested in reading feed back about Lovers At The Gun Club  when it comes out in August. I have only heard unmixed tracks from it and it is definitely a Jackie Leven product - it is the same usual suspects creating the Jackie Leven / Dave Wrench sound. Because Cooking Vinyl are not going to give Jackie a big budget or a name producer ( he had that in the 80/90s and did you like the results )  this is what I expect and as every cd has at least 6 excellent tracks I am more than happy. I think it would be interesting for Jackie to record in different circumstances  but  I do know that most things he is producing at Bryn Derwen studios will be better than almost any other artist in the music field -  just play the title track and you will hear what I mean.


And so finally what about Bethesda. A town which has lost its only source of industry  - the slate works -  a town which actually looks better looking at the back of the houses - go there and see what I mean - and  a town where they all speak Welsh  before English and the local newsagent doesn’t sells daily newspaper. If all this sounds grim ( and it really is) there is one ray of sunshine , a truly original great pub - The Douglas Arms - long may it survive.

PS Jackie was going to play a guitar that Johnny Winter had owned. He put brand new stings in it . Tuned it and gave it a whammmmm - then we went to the Douglas Arms . Means I’ll have to buy cd to hear what I’ve missed.

From John Borrett  

The Marine,
Sidmouth
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